[bookmark: _GoBack]Lecture 10 – The Fall of Rome and the Triumph of Christianity 

Summary
In this class we discuss the decline and fall of the Roman Empire in the West, alongside the emergence and triumph of Christianity.

Vocabulary

Jesus of Nazareth
Sadducees
Pharisees
Essenes
Zealots
Paul
“The Great Revolt” 
Claudius
Nero
Domitian 
Apostolic Succession
Koine Greek
Origin
Diocletian
Tetrarchy
Constantine the Great
Constantinople
Augustine of Hippo
The City of God
Romulus Augustulus
Edward Gibbon

Outline
Day 1	Prologue: “From a Kingdom of Gold to One of Iron and Rust”: The Roman Empire in Decline

Christian Beginnings
The Birth and Ministry of Jesus 
Jewish World of the 1st Century BC
Crucifixion of Jesus (AD 30-33)
From Jew to Gentile: Paul’s Missionary Voyages in a Greco-Roman World

Christianity and the Roman Empire
	Early Persecution
		Claudius (r. AD 41-54) and the Expulsion of Christians and Jews from Rome
		Nero (r. AD 54-68) and the Great Fire (AD 64)
		Domitian (r. AD 81-96) and his Persecutions
	Establishment of Christian Doctrines
	Influence of a Greco-Roman World on Christianity
	The Late Roman Empire (after AD 284) 
The Roman Empire as a Totalitarian State
Defense and Tax Reforms
Diocletian (r. AD 284-305) and the Division of the Empire
Constantine the Great (r. AD 306-337) and Constantinople		
	Christianity in the 3rd and 4th Centuries AD
		Diocletian and the Great Persecution (AD 303-312)
		Christianity under Constantine the Great		

Day 2	The Fall of Rome and the Triumph of Christianity
	Dissolution of the Empire in the West 
	Augustine of Hippo (AD 354-430) and The City of God 
	Barbarian Invaders and the Fall of Rome (AD 476)

Epilogue: Edward Gibbon’s History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire (1776)

